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Backeround listory 


1. Tho firm wos founded in 1886, by Ernesto Breda, primarily for the production 
3f railway locomotives. 


2. It began ite expansion with the nationalisation of the Italian railways, in 
1906, Shortly prior to this, the firm, anticipating heavy orders from che 
Government for locomotives and rolling stock, moved part of its premises fron 
Milan to Sosto San Glovannie 


3. At the outbreak of World “ar I, to met wartime requirements, the Sestc San 
Giovanni works wero converted into a giant arsenal for the production of guns, 
howitzers, mortars, ond naval torpedoes. A hydroelectric plant was at the 
same.time instalied in tho Valle Del Lys, at the foot of Mount Rosa. 


if 
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A nevel dockyard was built in Venice, and construction of airplene engines ° 
started up in the firm's factories at Milan, and Sesto San Giovenni s 


5, With the end of tforld Tar I, and the death of Ing. Breda, the latter's suctene 
sors became active supporters and promoters of the Fascist regime. Toward the 
end of 1924, they had succeeded in directing the firm's production toward the 
manufacture of small arms, for which purpose two new factories wore created 
in Rone and at Broscia. 


6 During orld Var II, the Breda firm limited ita production to the manusacture 
of arms and ammunition (naval, military, end sir), military tractors, and rail- 
way material. 


7, In 1945, as a result of clauses in the Peace Treaty, coupled with Italy’s ri- 
nancial plipht, all military production work was suspended. 
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The rirm now preduees chiefiv rai iwny rolling steck and equipment, Air- 


cearh end neval conahristion work has heen turned over te neacetime neads.. 


Pleats SQus PMENs ass veracced bagleally the seme since the war. 


Lreda factories at SaShe Set Slovenni, Brescia, and Rome, as well er ae ” 
hy 
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v0 Thebea eombrolled iy ° trade firm et Napics, and Venice, the orbonrt 
sOmaT de more than 70,000 4. F. ‘Phe total munher of machine tools eveasds 


san Glovanns, Factory. 


Sad IVE PH A tas 


the factory covers an ures of more than 2.300.000 square meters and amolovs 
oyor 15,000 workera. It is divided into five sections. 


prance ce vonsiatae hig 


as section 1. losomwriives. electro and peneral mechanics. The vrerice hope 


COVOe BM Arad OY £hu 000 equara moterr, 


(1} 0 ereduction, Hiechrie train angine partsa and ateam tiven 
locemotiver of etl hypea, Eleetric locomotives and ding-1 
raiiraod cars tseni2. mediun, and large). Complete hydro 
ehaGtria olanes. ®lectrical transformer osbins, Transfor. 
wor EDEL SEA ies vorverter sets (fruppi convertitivi ). 

“Gi Failrond oars with internal combustion anrines.  “a.. 
xy required for various industries. ineluding cemen 

i obior. shemoal products. mines. distillation, mine val 

voPinery. paver factories. steam boilers for fixed doe | 

i078. steal structural work. and roed compressors 7 

time production inoludeds: 4—wheel ermy trailers. mach’ ne 

Beerre eer: and oleedynamic gun turrets for aircraft: 
Tne une. 
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Equipuent., 5.000 machine tools; 50 cranas (from 1 to 8 
tons in weieht)3; 4 carriare trolleys (carrelli trasbordaor. 
amd ] insulation test transformer a trasformatore prove 
iselaneute). with 600,000 volt tension cavacity. Testin: 
nucp Tar diesel engine brates. atogenous electrical. val 
ON plastic welding equipment. Light alloye and specia’ 
Dreaize Foundry section for thermic treatment of stesl, 


eet 


Sestion Ti, vehicles. The werkshops cover an erea of 120 000 1 que re 
Motors. 


{1} Production. 
electric tras 
obructural wre: 


ling soaohog; Glesal railroad cara: 
ieLGrie tremss trolley buases: and metrl 
“  narpanterie metalliche }, 


(2) Equipment. iever-i ktlometera of railway track; trestle 
Granes With si.diee nridges (grue a cavalette a pante 
scorrovole): 4 e-risre trolleys (earrelli di trasbordo): 
forging tooir oor processing metal parts of vehicles: 
upholstery and wood vork sections; machinery for plate ent. 
tubing work; aud cleetrieal and autorencus welding shop. 
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Go. Seotion III, forge shops and steel foundries. These cover an 
area of 60 square meters, 


(1) Production. locomotive wheels wheels for tram and 
railway coaches; castings (fu: arms and machinery); 
and bars (longotti)> a 


(2) Equipment: 25 compressed ai: hammers; 7 vertical 
presses (400 to 2,000 tons); 5 horisontel presses 
(60 to 200 tons); forging stops (among the largest 
of their kind in Europe); mohine teol shop for pro= 
cessing of castings; sandblisting and galvanigention 
pliant: and compressed air preduction plent operating 
6 compressors. 


do Section IV, iron metallurgy. Thi section occupies an area of 
$00,000 square meters. 


(1) Production, In addition t: 100,000 tons a year of 
rooessed steel, this inclules: reile splice bars 
lemeiioa), grids (piastre); bearing plates for fixing 
rails (piastrine per fisse;gio retaie); pulley wheels 
(guide) for personnel and ‘reight lifts; tire rims for 
trucks; and speoial steel: for aircraft. 


(2) aulpmont. 3 Martin Sieniss self-loading furnaces; 
To electrical furricess; 2 induction furnaces; 
15 (100 to 2,000 kg) forg» hammers; 15 bridge and 
trestle cranes (gri@ a peate e a osvallette); loading 
cranes for furnases up te 600 tons; and electro-megnets. 


© Section V, airoraft. “his section occupier an area of 200,000 
square meters (50,000 covered ii) with an alrfield of 2,00 by 
700 moters. 


(1) Production. 2rototypes of civilian anc tourist aircraft, 
including th, BZ 308 whicl: has the folloving specifications: 


(a) Wirz spen, 42,100 neters 
(b) Le'gth, 33,6520 mtere 
(ce) vieight, 26,000 ke, 
(d) Mximm carriage weight, 48,000 ke, 
(9) Tike~off power, 10,000 H.°. 
(f) Jaximum speed,” 560 km, per bro 
(g) J‘ruising speed, — 420 km, per hro 
(h) Maxime operating range, 
(avtonomia massima) _ 6,000 kn, 
(i) Ceiling, 7,400 me ors 
(j Fetrol and oil, 12,800 ken, 


Thre) such aireraft are on order (2 from Holland, and 
one from Poland). 
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Bre .cia Factory. 


22. This factory, which formerly produced avms, has been converted to the mam~ 
facture of agricultural machinery. Parts are built on the premises or sup- 
plied by the Sesto San Giovanni factoring, Agricultural machinery is produced 
for the home market as well as for expert to the Middle East and the Latin 
countries. The factory employs at pregent 1,400 workerg and is equi pped 
with a small auxiliary electrital plants 


Rom Factory 


42. This factory, which origina?ly was caistructed for arms production msvritched 
over, in 1946, to the mamifacture of special textile machinery used in the 
processing of silk and wool, Parts ave built on the promises or obtained 
direst from Sesto San Giqvumi, The “astory employs about 800 workers, 
Output goes to the home mrkot, to vertain European countries, and to America, 


Navel Shipyard at Mestre. 


15. The dockyard is owned bj the Venice Shipyard Company (Cantieri Navali di 
Venezia) which is affilated to Breda. It occupies an area of 44,000 square 
meters at Mestre, and ¢mploys 1,500 worters, Its installations did not suf- 
fer any serious way denege. ™~ 


ay soem. Worlshop engineering ejuipment capable of processing 
tons of shegs metal per day; catenders (calandra), 11 meters 

long with a 35 mm thickness: hydric clamps (glangiatrics 
idreuliche); i#o presses (300 and .00 tons); flening machines 
(bordatrici); swivel drills (trap.aetrict girevoli); diesel oil 
furnaces; 3 longitudinal slips measuring up to 150 meters; several 
transversal jlips m-asuring up to GO metera; and swivel lever 
cranes (grur: a braceio girevole), 


be  Froduction, Two 5,000 ton vessel: are being built on order from 
Turkeys Ropairs to one Liberty skip are in process. The dock. 
yard can ‘lso undertake constructiin of metal structural work, 
(carpentyrie metalliche): bridges, “uwtments (tottoie); tenke, 
hangars, and so forth. ae 


Hapies Factory. 


14. This was «med by Breda, until 1945, wher it passed inte the hands of an 
affiliate! concern, Industrie Meocanicha linridienali, The Breda firm controls 
most of the shares. The factory, which duiing the war wax exclusively concerned 
with alraraft production, has suffered seve-w damige. In 1945, it switched over 
to production of railway mterial and is nc engaged in constructing end repair= 
ing railuay coaches. an 


15 The factory employs 2,000 workers. It is eq:ipped with a small plant which 
supplies one~quarter of its electrical energy requirememix, The remainder 
are me. from the normal current. ; 
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Ernesto Breda Technical and Soien:ifiec Institute. 


16. 


ee 


This is located in the Sesto San Giovami factory and is divided into two 
sections: 


a. Section I. General testing and inapection of all mterial 
by the firms and 


be Section II. Technical and scientific rosearch work, 


This Institute is equipped with furnaces for experimental smelting work 
and thermic treatment with high frequency induotion furnaces (forni al 


indugione ad alta frequenza). It has a special workshop for preparing 
tests, 
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